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New Research Trends in TESOL: An introduction

Rining Tony WEI, Xuesong Andy GAO

Welcome to the Chinese Journal of Applied Linguistics (CJAL) special column for the
2021 Global English Education China Assembly (hereafter “the Assembly”). Organized by
China Daily in partnership with domestic and overseas academic institutions, the Assembly
is a high-level international English Language Teaching (ELT) event in China. The 2021
Assembly, held in July in Hangzhou, Zhejiang Province, China, brought together over 3,000
attendees, both on site and online (Wei & Hu, 2021). The 2022 Assembly (https://tesol. i21st.



cn/2022/) will be held again in Hangzhou this summer, providing an international platform for
ELT practitioners, scholars, and researchers at home and from abroad to exchange experiences
and share research outputs.

This special column features three papers authored by four TESOL researchers based in
China and the USA. These papers employ different approaches, ranging from interview-based
qualitative research, experimental designs, to survey-based quantitative research. They cover
such topics as native speakerism, computer-assisted language learning (CALL), and code-
switching.

The first paper, titled “Discourses of Chinese ELT Stakeholders on Native Speakerism”
by Junshuan Liu, is a qualitative study based on interviews with 26 students, 14 teachers and
eight ELT program administrators from six Chinese universities. These interviews attempt to
reveal the extent to which the participants’ discourses reproduce and/or resist native
speakerism, a term coined by Holliday (2005). This term refers to a long-entrenched ideology
in ELT in support of native English speaker teachers (henceforth NESTS), with common
beliefs such as “NESTs are the best English teachers”. Although native speakerism was coined
by Holliday to focus on the idealization of NESTSs in ELT, it can also involve the worship of
(so-called) “native speaker” English and teaching approaches which emanate from the
English speaking West or the “Inner Circle” countries. These elements for worshipping are
called native speaker “products (teacher, language, culture and teaching methodology)” in
Liu’s paper. Results show that the vast majority of the participants rate native speaker
products as being superior to the nonnative counterparts, suggesting that ELT in these six
institutions is still affected or even dominated by native speakerism. As the participants differ
in gender, academic background, professional identity and/or institutional status, and come
from universities different in academic rank and geographical location, Liu infers that “native
speakerism is still kicking in China’s ELT”.

Liu’s paper has shed light on the mentality vis-a&vis native-speakerism among the above
three categories of ELT stakeholders. The research reported in the third paper is part of a
larger study, namely Liu’s (2018) PhD dissertation project, wherein some concrete measures
for the construction of a (more) democratic, equitable and ethical ELT world, which help
resist native speakerism, are proposed. Space constraints preclude listing all of those measures

here; giving one example may suffice. One of Liu’s (2018) proposed measures is that the req-



-uriement for the Inner Circle native speaker status of potential applicants in national foreign
teacher hiring policies, including the regulation issued by the State Administration of Foreign
Experts Affairs in 2015, should be adjusted or removed. Indeed, such regulations perpetuate
and reproduce neo-racism as well as self-discrimination especially in light of the framework of
linguistic human rights (Skutnabb-Kangas, 2001) as well as poststructuralist studies on
language (e.g., Pennycook, 2010) and on Global Englishes (e.g., Rose & Galloway, 2019).

The second paper, entitled “The Influence of Combining Computer-Assisted Language
Learning with Instruction on Chinese College Students’ L2 Pragmatic Ability” by Ying Zhang,
explores the usefulness of CALL-mediated L2 pragmatic development regarding using
compliment responses (CRs). Zhang argues that examining CRs (a type of speech act)
represents “an excellent focus for the research of L2 pragmatics in CALL contexts”. This
experiment-based study utilises a pre-test/post-test design involving two groups of Chinese
EFL students: a control group who only had CALL-based communication and an experimental
group who had CALL-based communication paired with L2 pragmatics instruction. Two
findings are particularly interesting: (1) CALL combined with L2 pragmatics instruction can
help the learners produce more proper CRs and employ a variety of CR substrategies, and (2)
this combined approach has a durable effect on learners’ L2 pragmatic development. This
study offers useful pedagogical implications; for instance, to assist students in developing their
L2 pragmatic ability, EFL teachers may encourage students to create and grasp opportunities
to conduct CALL-based communication with native speakers of English (e.g., via online
chats).

In terms of data analysis, it is commendable that the second paper uses measures (e. g.
Cohen’s d) of effect size, which is more important than the statistical significance level (viz.
the p value) in inferential statistical procedures (cf. Larson-Hall & Plonsky, 2015; Wei, 2012;
Wei et al., 2019). Although to date, only a handful of international journals in the field of
applied linguistics (e.g., the eight periodicals listed in Wei et al., 2019) mandate the reporting
of effect sizes, it is always advisable for authors to consider, report and/or properly interpret
effect sizes in their submissions of papers utilising inferential statistical procedures (e.g., t-
tests and ANOVA).

In the third paper “Chinese University Student’s Attitudes Toward Chinese-English

Classroom Code-Switching”, Hong Liu and Rining Wei investigate students’ attitudes towards



classroom code-switching (CS) between Chinese and English, and the influence of two individ-
ual difference (ID) variables on such attitudes. These two IDs on the part of the learner are
learning motivation and language anxiety. Their quantitative analysis of the data from an online
survey of 550 university students leads to two major findings. Firstly, the attitudes towards CS
in the classroom are a mixture of positivity and negativity. On the one hand, the students
consider CS helpful; on the other hand, they do not think highly of the teachers who practice
CS in the classroom, believing that competent English teachers should be able to teach in full
English. Secondly, the students’ learning motivation and language anxiety turn out to be two
statistically significant predictors for their attitudes towards classroom CS. Similar to the
second paper, the third one also ends with some implications for English language learning and
teaching within the classroom. For example, the teachers are advised to differentiate immediate
and long-term learning needs in order to strategically utilise CS; for students whose English
proficiency level is low, their learning needs tend to be more immediate; to address such needs,
it may be more effective for the teachers to adopt CS more frequently.

By focusing on two psychological IDs as predictors, the third paper is a useful addition to
an emerging line of research that uses psychological IDs as independent or dependent variables
(cf. Dewaele, 2012). Indeed, psychological IDs remain a much less examined subcategory of
IDs compared with cognitive ones (cf. Luo & Wei, 2021). When it comes to data analysis, like
the second paper, the third paper also reports effect sizes, which follows the recommendations
for better statistical reporting practices (Larson-Hall & Plonsky, 2015).

As pointed out by Liu (2022, this issue), China hosts the largest ELT population in the
world. According to the best available data from government sources, as of 2000, the number of
English learners/users in China already exceeded 390 million (Wei & Su, 2012); while more
updated statistics from government sources are not readily available, there is evidence
indicating that this number of English learners/users is on the rise (Zhang & Wei, 2021). China
with its large ELT population provides a vast land of research opportunities for TESOL scholars
and practitioners. We hope that the papers in this special column will provide useful food for
thought, so as to support TESOL scholars’ and practitioners’ endeavour to plant their flags on

many unclaimed plots of this vast land.
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Research Methods in Applied Linguistics (RMAL) is the first and only journal
devoted exclusively to research methods in applied linguistics, a discipline that explores real-
world language-related issues and phenomena. Core areas of applied linguistics include
bilingualism and multilingualism, computer-assisted language learning, conversation analysis,
corpus linguistics, critical studies, discourse analysis, forensic linguistics, identity, language
assessment, language policy and planning, language and migration, literacy, pragmatics,
psycholinguistics, raciolinguistics, second language acquisition, sociolinguistics, teacher
education, and translation and interpreting.

According to Dr Shaofeng Li, Editor-in-Chief of RMAL, the development of a new
scholarly journal is a sign of the evolution and vitality of a field. This journal arrives at a time
of intense interest by researchers and practitioners in the methods (tools and techniques) and
methodologies (approaches and perspectives) that form the foundation of our professional
inquiry. We see such interest growing not just from a desire to document technical know-how,
develop training programs, or offer recommendations for best practices—although those are
welcome initiatives— but from a need for knowledge-building and real-world contributions,

which are the primary, ultimate goals of empirical research.
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